
 

Project "Development of sustainable tourism in the protected landscape areas of the Carpathians" financed 
from the funds of the Cross-border Cooperation Program Poland-Belarus-Ukraine 2014-2020 

 

BIESZCZADY NATIONAL PARK 

 

I. ORIGINS 

Efforts to create the Bieszczady National Park began in the 1950s, when the Bieszczady Mountains became an 

object of special interest to naturalists who considered it necessary to protect these valuable parts of the 

Eastern Carpathians.  

Grodziński's first project (1956) covered the Tarnica, Krzemień and Halicz massifs with a wide zone of 

surrounding forests, with a total area of 9 000 ha. Other concepts and designs were created then: Lisowski 

(1957) and Bodnar (1961). 

The Bieszczady National Park was established by the ordinance of the Council of Ministers of 4th August 1973 

and covered the compact area of the higher parts of the Tarnica and Halicz massif and the top parts of the 

isolated Polonyna Caryńska range. Its total area was 5 582.02 ha.  

Too small area of the Park did not allow for full protection of the typical landscape of the Eastern Carpathians, 

therefore projects were developed to expand the Park. Currently, the area of the Park is 29 200 ha.  

 

II. LOCATION IN THE CARPATHIANS  

Bieszczady National Park is located in the Western Bieszczady Mountains, which according to Kondracki (1998) 

belong to the Eastern Beskids (commonly called the High Bieszczady), being the westernmost part of the 

Eastern Carpathians.  

 

 

Photo 1. The Bieszczady mountain pastures, photo by Małgorzata Draganik 
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III. INANIMATE NATURE 

 

Geological structure 

The Bieszczady National Park is located in the Outer Carpathians, formed of flysch deposits belonging to two 

structural units - the Dukla nappe and the Silesian nappe. These units are composed of alternating beds of 

sedimentary rocks with high fractional diversity. 

 

Natural topography 

Bieszczady are characterised by the so-called "trellis" pattern of ridges that run parallel to each other from the 

southeast to the northwest. The height of the ridges increases towards the east, reaching 1 346 m a.s.l. in the 

Tarnica massif.  

On the forestless ridges of high ranges there are picturesque rocks, several meters high. They form groups of 

long combs, and their vertical walls are generally directed to south-west. The lowest valleys are located at an 

altitude of about 600 m a.s.l. 

 

Waters  

Streams flow down the slopes of the mountains, joining in the valleys into larger streams such as: San, 

Terebowiec, Wołosatka, Wołosaty, Wetlina and Nasiczne Stream. The Bieszczady streams create a specific, so-

called trellis pattern. The High Bieszczady is an important water-head area within the main European 

watershed, separating and supplying the Baltic and Black Sea basin. It is a region with rich water resources, 

average variability of total outflow and low underground supply. The rivers and streams in this area are filled 

with rain, groundwater and snow. 

 

 

Photo 2. Wołosaty stream in Ustrzyki Górne, photo by Małgorzata Pociask 
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Climate 

The Bieszczady National Park is located on the border of two climatic floors: 

- moderate and cold floor (650-1075 m a.s.l.), 

- cold floor  (above 1075 m a.s.l.). 

 

Depending on the height above sea level, the average annual temperature varies, generally assuming values 

between 2°C and 4°C, and in the peak regions below 2°C. The hottest month is July and the coolest is February. 

The amount of precipitation varies between 1100 -1200 mm. 

The highest rainfall is recorded in July (150-170 mm), the lowest in January (approx. 70 mm). The average 

number of days with snow cover is 120. 

 

IV. ANIMATE NATURE 

 

Flora 

The diversification of the topography influences the biological and habitat diversity. Most of the plant 

communities are forest phytocoenoses, which cover about 75% of the Park's area. The most widespread are 

deciduous beech forests in the complex of Carpathian beech forests Dentario glandulosae-Fagetum. It covers 

over 80% of the forest area. Among non-forest communities, the largest area in the valleys is occupied by 

meadows, rush plants and herb vegetation, while in the mountain pastures - grasslands and blueberry areas. 

 

The area of the Park is located above 600 m a.s.l., so it includes the lower sub-alpine forest and the mountain 

pastures with their typical plant communities. Small patches referring to the wet-ground forest vegetation 

appear in places with a warmer micro-climate, in the lowest parts of the valleys.  

 

The lower sub-alpine forest floor within the Park borders covers the largest area. All the valleys and mountain 

slopes to the upper edge of the forest are within its range. Most of the ecosystems on this floor are natural. 

These are beech, beech and fir, beech and sycamore, sycamore, alder and spruce-fir forests. The lower slopes 

and the bottoms of the valleys are anthropogenic. After the abandoned and destroyed villages, a one-of-a-kind, 

unique landscape remained. Terraces of meadows and pastures, streaks and clumps of trees, remnants of fruit 

orchards, old, splendid trees or their groups form a plan of old villages in the landscape. Such historical and 

natural systems created by nature and man are called in the Bieszczady Mountains the "land of valleys", which 

is situated in the lowest parts of the lower sub-alpine forest.  In the Park, above the upper edge of the forest, 

there is a layer of mountain pastures, which has been shaped by natural factors, but the economic impact of 

man has had a significant impact on the range, composition and structure of plant communities. 
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Photo 3. Meadow areas in the Park, photo by Ariel Olejnik 

 

Communities of wetlands occur locally, in places with high water levels or along watercourses - these include 

communities of sedge and rushes, fragments of rushes with broad-leaved or narrow-leaved cattail. 

Interestingly, in the vicinity of Wetlina, there are small patches of rushes of Glycerietum maximae.  A very rare 

type of vegetation in the area of the Park are high bogs, they appear along the San (Tarnawa, Litmirz, Łokieć, 

Dźwiniacz bogs) and in the Wallachian Valley (Wallachian petland) in small areas and are especially protected 

as nature reserves. 

Moist meadows and pastures as well as herbaceous plants, included in the order of Molinietalia , are a 

frequent component of the "land of valleys", especially in the lower parts of the land. The most beautiful and 

lush communities are herb plants meadows with meadowsweet, geranium plaustre and Lythrum salicaria, as 

well as Cirsietum rivularis. Mesophilic meadows and pastures occupy the largest areas. These are typical multi-

species hay meadows in fresh habitats. The most popular is the common bent meadow and its various types. 

These communities are used extensively, usually mowed once a year.  
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Photo 4.  Peatland in Dźwiniacz Górny, photo by Karolina Kiwior 

 

The most widespread forest complex in the Park are the Carpathian beech forestsDentario glandulosae-

Fagetum . Its typical species are the carpathian toothwort Dentaria glandulosa - Carpathian subendemite, the 

comfrey Symphytum cordatum and Aposeris foetida - Eastern Carpathian species. In early spring, the protected 

common snowdrop Galanthus nivalis appears, often in great numbers. Depending on the local habitat 

conditions, the Carpathian beech is differentiated into several subsystems.  The second type of beech forests in 

the Park are acidophilous beech forests Luzulo nemorosae-Fagetum . They are much poorer, covering areas on 

steep slopes, ridges, where soil washing and acidification processes take place. Very small areas are covered by 

the lower subalpine forests complex of silver fir and spruce Abieti-Piceetum montanum. On the steep and rocky 

slopes facing north there are small patches of sycamore forest Lunario-Aceretum, a community where the rock 

currant Ribes petreum and the alpine rose Rosa pendulina play an important role in the shrub layer. Similar 

habitats, especially in rock debris rich in calcium carbonate, are occupied by the mountain sycamore with the 

hart's-tongue fernPhyllitis scolopendrium - Phyllitido-Aceretum .  At the upper border, on sunny rock slides and 

walls, there are Carpathian sycamore forests Sorbo-Aceretum carpaticum. 

A quite common community in high parts of the Bieszczady Mountains, but rare in the whole Carpathian 

Mountains, is the Eastern Carpathian sycamore and herb vegetation Aceri-Fagetum.  It is characterised by a 

dwarf, crooked tree stand and a rich undergrowth in which a significant part of sub-alpine herbal species are 

found. 

Small surfaces in marshy areas, at the foot of slopes or along slow-moving waters are covered by the mountain 

alder forest complex Caltho-Alnetum. On the other hand, by streams and rivers, on flood terraces, a very rich 

community of Carpathian alder Alnetum incanae carpaticum is forming.  
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The communities of the mountain pastures enrich the biocenotic diversity of the Park in a special way. In the 

Bieszczady Mountains, there are about 40 mountain pastures communities described, which can be divided 

into three groups: 

1. shrub communities of mountain pastures. 

2. grass, herbaceous and undershrub communities. 

3. alpine communities: grasslands, black crowberry areas, blueberry areas, peat bogs and communities of rock 

gaps and ledges. 

 

The number of vascular plant species found in the Bieszczady National Park is about 780, of which about 30 are 

East Carpathian species, e.g. East Carpathian and Taurian monkshood, Dianthus carthusianorum, Dianthus 

compactus, Nottingham catchfly, Melampyrum saxosum, 7 of which are endemic to the Eastern Carpathians 

(e.g. Melampyrum saxosum, Carpathian monkshood and Dianthus carthusianorum) Moreover, about 250 

species of mosses, 500 species of lichens and 1000 species of fungi were found here. In the meadows of plants 

rarely or not found in other Polish mountains, such as: Aconitum bucovinense, Viola dacica, Cirsium waldsteinii 

or Melampyrum herbichii. In early spring, a lot of spring snowflakes bloom along the watercourses.  There is a 

Carpathian subspecies here, characterised by two flowers often found on one stem. 

 

Fauna  

The fauna of the Bieszczady Mountains also has distinctive Eastern Carpathian features, of course this applies 

only to the world of invertebrates, whose diversity is estimated at 5-6 thousand species. Numerous endemic 

species for the Eastern and Southern Carpathians can be found among: ringed worms (earthworms), arachnids, 

beetles, milipedes, springtails, snails and other systematic groups. From the area of the Park, 11 species of 

invertebrates new to science have been described, which have here the positions of the first type locality 

description, the so called locus typicus . Examples include mayfly Rhithrogena wolosatkae, described in 

Wolosatka stream in 1987, and rove beetle Xantholinus azuganus trellai, described in 1969. Among the 

invertebrates living in the beech forests, the beetles associated with older natural tree stands such as the 

Rosalia longicorn, the cerambyx scopolii and the Ceruchus chrysomelinus, and some thermophilic species which 

are now rare in the fauna, Hoplia hungarica, H. praticola and noble hafer Gnorimus variabilis. In the forests 

there are also species regarded as relics e.g. beetles: Agrilus pseudocyaneus from the family of jewel beetles 

Buprestidae included in the Red Book of Poland and Xyloecus corticalis from the false click beetles family 

Eucnemidae. The forest epigeal fauna is also rich with numerous species from the rove beetle family 

Staphylinidae and the ground beetle family Carabidae, which form specialised teams of predators and 

scavengers in the forests. In the "land of valleys", the sites of thermophilic invertebrates deserve special 

attention, among which there are many rare species belonging mainly to the orders: hemiptera, beetles, 

hymenoptera and butterflies. Entomofauna of mountain streams expresses in a special way the uniqueness of 

the Bieszczady National Park, because it is in these ecosystems that many rare and unique forms and species 

occur (mountain species, endemites, newly described species, "Red List" species). The orders of mayflies (64 

species), plecoptera (47 species) and caddisflies (75 species) are particularly rich. 
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Photo 5. Rosalia longicorn, photo by Tomasz Olbrycht 

 

The Bieszczady National Park is one of the most valuable animal refuges in Poland and Europe. 224 species of 

vertebrate animals have been found here, including: 51 mammals, 144 birds, 7 reptiles, 11 amphibians, 10 fish 

and 1 species of lamprey). The area is relatively well populated by species that are considered to be 

endangered or rare in other parts of Europe. There is a wide range of large and medium-sized predators and 

ungulates, which have been associated with the forests of the Carpathians for centuries. The populations of the 

bear, wolf, lynx and red deer are one of the largest in the country. Roe deer and wild boar are less numerous, 

and moose appear occasionally. In the 1960s, bisons were reintroduced in the Bieszczady Mountains. This 

species easily adapted to the local conditions and currently the Bieszczady Mountains population numbers 

about 150 individuals. Since 1993, the BdPN has been successfully reintroducing beaver. The park also runs a 

conservative breeding of the old Hucul horse breed. Rare and endangered birds of prey (golden eagle, lesser 

spotted eagle, honey buzzard) and large and medium-sized cavity nesters (Eurasian eagle-owl, tawny tawny 

owl, owlet, boreal owl, white-backed woodpecker, Eurasian three-toed woodpecker) have found favourable 

living conditions here. Alpine species nest in the mountain pastures: water pipit and alpine accentor. In the 

Bieszczady Mountains almost all domestic reptile species have been found, with the two rarest species of 

snakes - the Aesculapian snake and the smooth snake occurring in the protection zone of the Park. The most 

numerous representatives of this group of animals are common vipers and viviparous lizards. In small water 

reservoirs, yellow-bellied toads and Carpathian newts (Carpathian endemic) are often found. Contrastingly 

coloured salamanders live in humid beech forests. The Bieszczady Mountains streams are inhabited in large 
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numbers by common minnows and alpine bullheads, which are covered by species protection in Poland. They 

are the food base for brown trout, otters and black storks. 

 

V. PROTECTION ZONES  

Nearly 70% of park areas are under strict protection. In practice, this means that natural processes in these 

areas are to take place without any human intervention in the ecosystem. Active protection, which was 

assigned to approx. 30% of the area allows the use of measures aimed at restoring the original state of natural 

habitats. Activities related to maintaining the characteristic features of a given landscape are carried out by the 

Park on less than 0.3% of its area. 

 

VI. NATURAL ATTRACTIONS AND TOURIST ROUTES 

The highest parts of the Bieszczady Mountains are extremely attractive in terms of tourism, especially for hiking 

and horse riding. There are numerous marked hiking trails (over 130 km), cycling and horse riding trails (the 

only mountain park in Poland), as well as nature or nature and historical paths available to tourists. The 

Bieszczady National Park encourages educational tourism, that is mainly hiking combined with exploring 

nature. For groups, the Park offers accommodation facilities, several days' or several hours' trips, lectures, 

discussions, educational films or workshops, carried out by teaching and field staff.   

 

 

Photo 6. Tourists on the trail in the Bieszczady National Park, photo by Małgorzata Pociask 

 

More than 50 km of generally accessible roads have been marked out for cyclists, as well as several sections of 

paved internal roads of the Park and 6 bicycle car parks (racks, to which the bicycle is fastened using 
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appropriately numbered safety devices), thanks to which every cyclist can leave the bicycle safely and head for 

the chosen route on foot. 

 

There are about 65 km of horse trails. The recommended form of sightseeing in the Park is horse-drawn 

carriage rides. In the tourist season, the Bieszczady National Park launches several sections of horse trails and 

makes its own horses and carriages available to tourists. Horse rides are a form of recreational activities that 

enable full enjoyment of the Park's landscape values - especially the landscape of the "Bieszczady land of 

valleys". Horse tourism develops here on the basis of the Huculski Horse Breeding in Wołosate and the Horse 

Tourism Stud Farm in Tarnawa Niżna. These facilities have a number of horses adapted to the needs of horse 

tourism, some of them are also prepared for horse racing. 
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