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MAGURA NATIONAL PARK 

 

I. ORIGINS 

The first concept of covering a representative part of the Low Beskids with the highest form of protection was 

put forward in the Polish landscape protection program by the Committee for the Conservation of Nature and 

Natural Resources of the Polish Academy of Sciences as early as 1975. It was also supported by the Polish 

Forest Society. The authors of the concept localized the designed national park with an area of approx. 13 000 

ha in the area of Magura Małastowska and Wątkowska. In the following years, new concepts of the national 

park were created. The Council of Ministers decided to create the Magura National Park on 24th November 

1994, and the park began operating on 1st January 1995.  

 

II. LOCATION IN THE CARPATHIANS  

The park is located in the central part of the Low Beskids, which, according to the divisions into physical and 

geographical regions belongs to the Central Beskids Macroregion, the Outer Carpathians constitute the sub-

province, while the Western Carpathians constitute the province. Its borders include the central part of the 

Low Beskids, and in the southern part it reaches the state border and, at the same time, the main Carpathian 

watershed, separating the catchment of the Baltic Sea and the Black Sea. The vast majority (90%) of the area of 

the Magura National Park is located in the Podkarpackie Voivodeship, only the north-western part of the Park 

belongs to the Małopolskie Voivodeship. On an area of 19 438.9 ha, the Park protects the typical landscape of 

the lowest part of the Polish Carpathians. 

 

 

Photo 1. View from the Wysokie peak in the Magura National Park, photo by Małgorzata Pociask 
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III. INANIMATE NATURE 

 

Geological structure 

The Magura National Park is located in the area of the Flysch Carpathians, built of the Upper Cretaceous and 

Tertiary nappes. The area of the Park is located mainly on the Magura Nappe and, to a lesser extent, overlaps 

with the Dukla, Silesian and Grybow nappes. 

 

Natural topography 

The area of the Park is distinguished by a varied topography with ranges of hills, deep gorges and passes. The 

highest point in the Park is the Magura Wątkowska range (847 m a.s.l., about 20 km long). Mountain ridges do 

not exceed a height of 750 m a.s.l. Approx. (86%) of the MNP area is in the height range between 401 m a.s.l. 

and 650 m a.s.l. The lowest point in the Park is at an altitude of 329 m a.s.l.  

 

Waters  

The area of the Park is divided into the northern and southern parts. Between them flows the largest 

watercourse of the studied area - Wisłoka River, whose springs are located on the slopes of Dębie Wierch (in 

the protection zone of the MNP). The National Park, together with its protection zone, is located in the Wisłoka 

River catchment. Numerous tributaries greatly diversify the landscape of the Park, an extensive system of 

streams and springs creates a large biodiversity of natural habitats. The largest tributaries of the Wisłoka River 

are the Rzeszówka, Świerzówka, Ryjak, Zawoja, Krempna, Wilsznia and Kłopotnica rivers, with its estuary 

outside the Park. On the southern border of the Magura National Park (state border with Slovakia) runs the 

European watershed, separating the Baltic and Black Sea catchments.  

 

 

Photo 2. Wisłoka River, photo by Małgorzata Pociask 
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Climate 

The average annual temperature of the studied area is around 5.5°C. There are two climatic levels: moderately 

warm and moderately cool, separated by an isotherm of +6°C, which runs at an altitude of 570 m a.s.l.. The 

sum of rainfall ranges from 740 mm to 959 mm, and even 1000 mm in sub-peak parts. The snow cover lasts 

between 60 and 120 days, and its thickness often exceeds 1 m. The growing season lasts about 6 months. 

There are three types of mesoclimate: valleys, warm and dry slopes as well as plateaus of hills with a squared 

off drainage pattern. 

 

Soils 

The soils of the Magura National Park are of no great variability. Brown soils dominate (85-90% of the Park's 

area): they are properly leached and gleyed. Acidic brown soils occupy small areas on weathered coarse-

grained Magura sandstones or on deeply decalcified slope covers. Mady occurs in the bottoms of river and 

stream valleys (they occupy about 10-12% of the Park's area). The largest patches are in the Wisłoka and Ryjak 

valleys. Initial soils (lithosols, regosols) and rankers cover about 1-2% of the Park's area, occurring within rock 

ridges and on steep slopes covered with debris. 

 

IV. ANIMATE NATURE 

 

Flora 

The MNP area is within the range of two plant levels: the foothills and the lower mountain forest. The foothills, 

reaching 530 meters a.s.l., cover 43% of the Park area. There are mostly forecrop tree stands, mostly pine and 

small fragments of the following natural forest communities: the oak-hornbeam forest, marshy meadows, 

Carpathian alder and alder bog forests. In the areas of non-forest ecosystems, there are numerous 

communities of meadows and pastures, and mostly low peatlands. Lower montane level, located above 530 m 

a.s.l. up to the peaks (approx. 57% of the Park area), is in the form of islands, in the Magura Wątkowska massif 

they form a larger, dense forest complex. It is dominated by forests of the fertile Carpathian beechwood and 

Luzulo-Fagetum beechwood. In both levels, part of the area is covered by fir and fir-spruce forests as well as 

forecrop tree stands, mostly pine and birch forestation. The Magura National Park is a typical forest area. 

 

 

 

http://www.magurskipn.pl/data/download/gleby_brun.jpg
http://www.magurskipn.pl/data/download/gleby_k.jpg
http://www.magurskipn.pl/data/download/gleby_mad.jpg
http://www.magurskipn.pl/data/download/gleby_k.jpg
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Photo 3. Forest ecosystems in the Park, photo by Małgorzata Pociask 

 

The Park is dominated by the fertile Carpathian beechwood, which, together with small patches of acidic 

mountain beech, forms the characteristic landscape of the Park. In the group of fir forests, the most numerous 

are mesophilic fir forests with blackberry (Rubus hirtus) prevailing in the undergrowth, and the presence of 

small patches of lower fir-spruce forest was also found. Swamp forests and marshy meadows cover a small 

area. Here, the following have been found: swamp alder carr, swamp alderwood, fragments of submontane 

marshy meadow and riverside mountain alderwood. Very valuable communities include sycamore forests, 

which are rare in the Polish Carpathians, represented here by three groups: the Carpathian sycamore, occurring 

only on the top rocks of Kamień, the mountain sycamore with the hart's-tongue, 3 sites in Kamień, Suchań and 

Folusz, and the sycamore with the lunaria which occurs on several patches. The subcontinent oak-hornbeam 

forest is one of the relatively rare associations, which has survived mainly on steep slopes in the lower parts of 

the slopes of valleys over rivers and streams. There are also artificial coniferous and mixed forests in the area of 

the Park, developed on former farmland. They are represented by communities of gray alder, multi-species 

deciduous tree stands and pine tree stands. 

 

Ecosystems of meadows and pastures cover just over 4% of the Park's area. Herbaceous vegetation shows 

much greater phytosociological diversity than forests and shrubs. Despite the insignificant area occupied by 

meadows, in the Magura National Park, approx. 34 typical associations or communities of a similar rank 

belonging to 6 phytosociological classes, which is approx. 2/3 of all plant communities in the Park. They are a 

significant element shaping the high biodiversity of the Magura National Park. Fresh meadows and pastures are 

among the most widespread non-forest communities. They are represented by: the oat-grass hay meadow, 

Gladiolo-Agrostietum grassland and Lolio-Cynosuretum pasture. Relatively large areas are also occupied by 

communities of heaths and poor Nardus grasslands. Rush plant communities occur in the form of small patches 
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dispersed on the floodplain terraces of rivers, in drainage ditches and ponds. Wet meadows and herbaceous 

plants form an equally numerous group of associations. In the river and stream valleys, a thistle meadow 

covers a large area. In contrast, various groups of meadow herbs (e.g. Filipendulo-Gieranietum herbaceous 

plants, forest rush, long-leaved mint and soft rush) occur in the form of small patches. 

 

In the area of the Magura National Park, approx. 800 species of vascular plants, including 45 mountain species 

and about 70 protected species were recorded. Some of the more valuable species include: mezereum Daphne 

mezereum, three-leaved valerian Valeriana tripteris, stemless carline thistle Carlina acaulis, monkshood 

Aconitum, deadly nightshade Atropa belladonna, orchids Orchidaceae and many others. 

 

 

Photo 4. Stemless carline thistle, photo by Małgorzata Jedynak 

 

  

 

 

Fauna  
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The area of the Magura National Park is inhabited by 55 species of mammals, the most rare and endangered 

are: the bear Ursus arctos, wolf Canis lupus, lynx Lynx lynx, wildcat Felis silvestris, otter Lutra lutra, beaver 

Castor fiber.  The most numerous group of large mammals are the red deer, roe deer and wild boar. The park is 

also a mainstay for the small population of the moose Alces alces and it is the only permanent population in the 

Carpathians.  

 

The presence of 157 species of birds, including 115 breeding ones, has been confirmed in the Park. Among the 

very rare and endangered birds, the presence of the golden eagle Aquila chrysaetos, white-backed woodpecker 

Dendrocopos leucotos , red kite Milvus milvus and Eurasian eagle-owl, Bubo bubo, have been confirmed. The 

common buzzard is the most numerous bird of prey. The most numerous nesting birds are: the lesser spotted 

eagle Clanga pomarina - the logo of the Park, the raven and black stork. The most numerous owls occurring in 

the area of the Park are the Ural owl and brown owl. The birds associated with the watercourses are 

represented by: the white-throated dipper, grey wagtail and common kingfisher.  

 

 

Photo 5. Ural owl, photo by Maciej Sebastianka 

 

12 species of fish live in the waters of the Park. The most numerous species are the common minnow, chub and 

Carpathian barbel. Among the species of ichthyofauna, there are also three protected species: the stone loach, 

alpine bullhead and schneider. The tailed amphibians are represented by: the most common mountain newt, 

spotted salamander and smooth, great crested and the Carpathian newts - the Carpathian endemic species. 

There are numerous members of tailless order: the yellow-bellied toad and common frog.  The most common 
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reptiles observed in the Park are: the viviparous lizard, common European viper and grass snake, sand lizard 

and slow worm.  

 

Rare bats occurring in the MNP are: the horseshoe bat, parti-coloured bat and northern bat. 

 

In the area of the Park, approx. 80 species of moths, including those endangered, such as the poplar admiral, 

tufted skipper and clouded Apollo. Bombini insects are represented by 15 species of bumblebees and 6 species 

of cuckoo bumblebees. There are also numerous beetles from the Apionidae and Curculionidae families, as well 

as the alpine longhorn beetle - it is an extremely endangered species of the longhorn family in Poland. A very 

rare common praying mantis has also been registered in the Park area.  

 

V. PROTECTION ZONES  

Based on the natural valorization, bearing in mind the need to protect the most valuable refuges of natural 

forest ecosystems, the area of the Park was divided into areas of strict and active protection. 

In strict protection areas, it is absolutely forbidden to perform any activities. These areas are left to natural 

processes. In the Park, this form of protection covers approx. 13% of the area. Currently, there are three areas 

of strict protection: 

- Magura Wątkowska (area of 1188.69 ha) 

- Kamień (area of 377.93 ha) 

- Zimna Woda (area of 841.11 ha) 

On the other hand, active protection (almost 87%) allows for human intervention to restore the natural state of 

the environment or to preserve existing habitats. Landscape protection preserves the characteristics of a given 

landscape (less than 0.5%). 

 

VI. PROVISION OF TOURIST ACCESS 

Tourist access to the MNP is provided by a network of marked line facilities, including: hiking trails, nature and 

walking paths, cycle routes and horse trails. Their total length in the park is approx. 272.3 km. 

 

The network of marked hiking trails within the MNP is approx. 94 km long. Due to the complex boundaries of 

the park, the course of individual routes pass alternately through the park area and its protection zone, 

therefore the total length of the routes (including the protection zone) described by the park is 159.8 km. In 

addition to hiking trails, there are six educational nature paths in the park. These paths present the natural and 

cultural values of the area. One of them, and at the same time the oldest, is the educational path "Kiczera" 

named after prof. Jan Rafiński (2.5 km). The next three are: the educational path "Folusz" (4 km) and the 

educational path "Świerzowa Ruska" (4 km). The longest of them are the educational path "Olchowiec" (11.5) 

and the educational path "Hałbów-Kamień" with a length of 10.4 km. The newest of them is the nature path 

"Buczynowa", in the form of a loop leading from Wapienne to Ferdel. The length of this path is 5.2 km. During 

the specified period, it is also possible to hike the Ciechania valley.  
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Photo 6. Tourists on the educational path "Hałbów - Kamień", photo by Kamil Hulinka 

 

The Magura National Park offers nine cycle routes with a total length of 124.5 km. Linear facilities dedicated to 

tourists on bicycles are mainly related to the road network, connecting the park area with the existing and non-

existent towns in its area and in its protection zone. 

 

The scope of equestrian tourism in the MNP is limited to the horse trail on the section Nieznajowa - Rostajne - 

Świątkowa Mała - Kotań - Huta Krempska - Polany - Olchowiec - Wilsznia. It is a part of the 

Transbeskidian Horse Trail Brenna - Wołosate. The total length of this trail in the MNP area is 16 km. 
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