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NATIONAL NATURAL PARK "SKOLE BESKIDS" 

(Національний природний парк «Сколівські Бескиди») 

 

I. ORIGINS 

Unlike other administrative oblasts (voivodeships) in the Ukrainian Carpathians (Zakarpattia, Chernivtsi, Ivano-

Frankivsk), almost until the end of the 20th century, there was no protected area with the rank of a national 

park in the Lviv Oblast, although at the end of the 1970s the possibility of creating such a protected area was 

the subject of many discussions and studies in scientific circles. In 1970s at the Institute of Carpathian Ecology 

of the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) of Ukraine in Lviv, documentation was prepared (Stepan Stojko, 

Lidia Milkina) concerning the creation of two sites of local importance in the Skole Beskids - the natural reserve 

"Zelemin" (2908 ha) and the protected forest "Dybinskij" (605 ha), the legal status of which was approved in 

1984 r. In the 1990s in the State Board of Ecological Safety of the Lviv Oblast, in cooperation with the scientists 

of the above-mentioned Institute (Jaroslaw Dubyna and Sergij Petrov), a concept of establishing the National 

Natural Park "Skole Beskids" (hereinafter referred to as "the Park") was developed 

 with a total area of 116 thousand ha, for which, however, the State Forests did not agree.  

 

The first mountain protected nature area with the legal status of a national park 

 in the Lviv Oblast was established in 1999 on the basis of the Decree of the President of Ukraine 

 of 11th February 1999 N 157/99, with a total area of 35 684/35 261 ha. It is entirely the land of the State 

Treasury, but the Park Management manages only 24 702 ha, while the remaining 10 982 ha is used by the 

military Forest Inspectorate Skole, which agrees its activities with the Park. The Park is subject to the State 

Forest Resources Agency of Ukraine. 

 

II. LOCATION IN THE CARPATHIANS  

The Park is located in the northern part of the Eastern Bieszczady, within three administrative units of the Lviv 

Oblast - the areas of Skole (32 230 ha), Drohobych (1910 ha) and Turka (1121 ha), in an area of varying height 

(between 500 and 1268 m above sea level, most of the Park area is located in the range from 800 to 1200 m 

above sea level). In the Turka region, the Park is directly adjacent to the established in 2019 National Natural 

Park "Bojkowszczyzna" with a total area of 12,240 ha. 
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III. INANIMATE NATURE 

 

Geological structure 

The park is located in the Outer Carpathians, built of flysch deposits belonging to two structural units: in the 

north-eastern part (almost 75% of the total area) it is the Skyba nappe, and in the south-western part the 

Krosno nappe. The geological structure of the Park area has a significant impact on the topography and the 

structure of the spatial distribution of its flora. 

 

Natural topography 

According to the geomorphological division of the Ukrainian Carpathians, the north-western part of the Park is 

partly located in the area of the low-mountain relief of the Wierchniodniestrowskie Beskidy Mountains, which 

within the Park's borders reach a maximum height of 823 m a.s.l. on the right bank of the Urichanka River. 

Further to the south, in the area of the mid-altitude monoclinal ridges of the Skole Beskids, the relief of the 

Skyba nappe is of the middle-mountain range. In the south-west, the Park is located within the low-mountain 

ridges of Stryjsko-Sianska Wierchowina.  

 

The greatest mountain ridge of the Park is located in the Parashka husk, where the highest peak of the Park 

with the same name is located, which reaches a height of 1268 m a.s.l (photo 1). Other main mountain peaks 

are: Zelena (1227 m a.s.l), Perekop (1212 m a.s.l.), Magura Korczanka (1178 m a.s.l.), Welykyj Werch (1177 m 

a.s.l.), Kreminnyj (1135 m a.s.l.). The Parashka ridge is a watershed between the Stryj River in the north-east 

and the Rybnyk Majdanski and Welyka Butywlia rivers in the west. To the north-east of the Parashka ridge 

there is the Skolski ridge with the peaks of Kobyla (1231 m a.s.l.), Ciuchiw Dil (939 m a.s.l.) and Klucz (927 m 

a.s.l).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 1. Parashka Mountain, photo by W. Pryndak 
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In the northern part of the Park, on the left bank of the Stryi River, near the villages of Jamelnycia and Urych, 

you can observe the original forms of weathering of the Jamno sandstones (photo 2). To the southeast of the 

Parashka ridge there is the Malmansztal Husk with the highest peak, Krywyj Werch (1072 m a.s.l.). In the area 

of Stryjsko-Sianska Wierchowina, low-mountain relief (700-800 m a.s.l.) prevails, moreover, erosive forms of 

sculptures in sandstone layers (landslides, so-called zwory [rocky ravines between dense mountain slopes) are 

quite common in the Park. 

 

 

Photo 2. Jamno rocks in Urych, photo by W. Pryndak 

 

Waters 

The characteristics of the park's hydrographic network are defined by the two largest rivers: Stryj (in the upper 

section it flows latitudinally to the east between the villages of Nowy Kropywnyk and Werchnie Syniowydne) 

and its right tributary - the Opir River (on the section Skole - Werchnie Syniowydne). The beds of both these 

rivers follow the course of tectonic gorges. Other rivers and streams (including: Oriawa, Rybnyk Majdanski, 

Butywla, Kruszelnica, Urichanka, Jamelnica, Kamianka, Pawliw Potok, Sopit, Mała Rika, Zelemianka) are 

tributaries of the Stryj and Opir. The rivers and streams in this area have rain, ground and snow supply.  The 

density of the river network is approximately 1.0-1.3 km / km 
2
. During periods of heavy rainfall (e.g. in 2007) 

there were massive floods on the rivers Stryi and Opir. There are also very picturesque waterfalls in the Park, 

especially the waterfall on Kamionka near the village of the same name (photo 3) and the waterfall Hurkalo on 

Mala Richka River near Korczyn. There is only one lake within the Park - Zurawlyne (another name - Dead Lake), 

which is adjacent to an oligotrophic peatland (photo 4). 27 mineral water springs were inventoried in the Park.  
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Photo 3. Kamianka waterfall, photo by S. Kantsyrenko 

 

 

Photo 4. Zurawlyne Lake with a peatland, photo by S. Kantsyrenko 

 

Climate 

The climate in the Park area is diverse due to the crossing of various air masses, differences in the height of the 

terrain above sea level and the system of the main orographic units. There are four climatic levels: 

 moderate warm, with an average annual temperature from +8°C to +6°C and annual rainfall up to 914 

mm (400-750 m a.s.l.); 

 moderate, with an average annual temperature from +7°C to +5°C and annual rainfall up to 1000 mm 

(750-950 m a.s.l.); 
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 moderate cool, with an average annual temperature from +5°C to +3°C and annual rainfall up to 1100 

mm (950-1200 m a.s.l.); 

 cool, with an average annual temperature from +4° C to +2° C and an annual amount of rainfall of up 

to 1200 mm (above 1200 m a.s.l.), which covers a very small percentage of the Park's area (the peaks 

of Parashka, Zelena, Perekop and Kobyla). 

The number of days with snow cover ranges from 100 in Skole to 130 days in ridge areas above 1000 m a.s.l. 

The snow cover thickness varies from 30 to 80 cm in the higher parts of the mountains. Western winds prevail 

in the distribution of wind directions. 

 

Soils 

The soil cover of the Park is closely related to the relief and lithological features of the geological substrate.  

The following main types of soil are distinguished in its area: brown surface soil, developed in the soil waste 

rich in alkaline components of flysch deposits (Krosno and Stryj layers), widespread mainly under beech forests; 

brown, acid surface soil, which arose on the waste of carbonate free or poorly leached rocks, they occupy the 

largest area in the Park under forest communities; dystric eutric leptosols and dystric folic leptosols, which 

developed on the sandstone waste in the top parts of the mountains, occur in the Park's meadows near the 

blueberry plants and in meadow communities with a predominance of Nardus stricta; ground-glial, which form 

small patches scattered among other types of soil, usually in the area of the bog-spring under the thickets of 

Caltho-Alnetum; brown alluvial soils - mountain alluvial formations that are habitats for grass and herbal 

meadow complexes and different variants of alder forests. 

 

IV. ANIMATE NATURE 

 

Flora  

In accordance with the division adopted in Ukraine, the Park has three zones of vegetation: the foothills, up to 

approx. 450 m a.s.l.; lower forest zone, reaching approx. 900 m a.s.l. and the upper forest zone, reaching 1268 

m a.s.l. Mountain pastures on the peaks of the Skole Beskids arose as a result of the shepherds's practice. The 

largest areas in forests are conifers (over 55%), among which spruce forest of secondary origin dominate. 

Deciduous and mixed stands with the dominance of beech constitute about 43%. 

 

The forests including Norway spruce Picea excelsa in the Park can be divided into two groups. The first group 

includes small natural spruce forest patches of the Vaccinio-Piceetea class, occurring in specific climatic and 

lithological conditions. Characteristic for these forests is the absence of beech and fir admixtures and the 

dominance of coniferous species in the undergrowth, such as: Pyrola rotundifolia, Vaccinium myrtillus 

blackberry and Soldanella montana. The average number of vascular plant species in the phytosociological 

survey is 50-60. The second group of spruce forest include the artificial communities of the Culti-Piceetum, 

shaped by humans at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries, which so far occupy large areas both in the Skole 

Beskids and in the Park. Fir Abies alba occurs mostly as an admixture in typical Carpathian beech forest, acid 
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beech forest, spruce-fir forests and artificial spruce stands. Small areas are occupied by the solid fir trees of 

Abietetum albae , in which the number of vascular species in the phytosociological survey is about 80. 

 

The largest areas of deciduous forests are the Carpathian beech Dentario glandulosae-Fagetum, in which the 

undergrowth is formed by Dentaria glandulosa glandular livestock, Symphytum cordatum cordatum and 

Brauna Polystichum brauii. The total number of vascular plant species in beech forests is approx. 120. In the 

area of the Park, in the valleys of rivers and streams, there are also riparian communities with black alder Alnus 

glutinosa and gray alder Alnus incana. The total number of vascular species in these communities is about 130. 

The sycamore forests of Lunario-Aceretum pseudoplatani occupy a small area on steep, rocky slopes, most 

often close to the upper edge of the forest. Single-species and mixed communities with the common hornbeam 

Carpinus betulus are also rare and occupy a small area (about 30 ha) on the bank of the Kamianka River near 

Skole and the village of Pidgorodci. 

 

23 syntaxes of rare forest communities are described in the Park. The area of ancient forests with a 

predominance of beech and an admixture of fir is 446 ha, of which 37 ha is considered to be primeval 

ecosystems (photo 5). 

 

 

Photo 5. Ancient forest, photo by W. Pryndak 

 

At the upper edge of the forest, which runs in the Park at an altitude of about 1100-1150 m a.s.l. there are 

curved beech forests, sycamore maple-beech Aceri-Fagetum, thickets of rowan Athyrio distentifoliae-Sorbetum 

and, rarely, green alder Pulmonario-Alnetum viridis. 
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Non-forest communities in the Park cover an area of over 1000 ha (3% of the total area of the Park), including 

376 ha - in the forest zone and about 650 ha - in the mountain pastures. Non-forest communities, mostly of the 

Molinio-Arrhenatheretea class, show features of great similarity both in the forest zone and in the mountain 

pastures, because everywhere dominant communities with a large share of matgrass Nardus stricta, red fescue 

Festuca rubra and common bent Agrostis capillaris. The communities of mountain pastures are distinguished 

by the presence of alpine and eastern Carpathian species, such as perennial cornflower Centaurea mollis, hairy 

yellow rattle Rhinanthus alpinus, Eastern Waldstein's thistle Cirsium waldsteinii,Melampyrum saxosum, Viola 

dacica and others. In the mountain pastures of the Park there are the main habitats of the subalpine 

communities of blueberry, the mountain arnica Arnica montana, white hellebore Veratrum album and the 

alpine lady-fern Athyrium distentifolium. 

 

On rock outcrops and rock ledges - sandstone outcrops in the Urych region (photo 2) there are very rare rock 

communities of the Asplenitea trichomanis and Sedo-Scleranthetea classes. Very interesting in the floristic 

sense are the peat bog communities of the Oxycocco-Sphagnetea class, forming the so-called peat mat on Lake 

Zurawlyne (photo 4), where such species from the Red Book of Ukraine were found, such as bog cranberry 

Oxycoccus palustris. 

 

According to the data of D. Voroncowa (2008), the total number of vascular plant species in the Park is 757. The 

number of species from the Red Book of Ukraine (2009) is 40, locally rare - 22 and regionally rare - 78. The list 

of fungi, lichens and mosses in the Park has not yet been completed. 

 

Fauna  

The faunistic resources of the Park are a result of its geographical location, diversity and the degree of 

naturalness of its vegetation. There are 244 species of vertebrates in its area. 

 

Among the 20 species of fish found in the Park, a protected species in Ukraine is the grayling Thymalus 

thymalus. A fairly large population of the river trout Salmo trutta is maintained in the mountain streams of the 

Park. The list of species found in the rivers and streams of the Park also includes the minnow Phoxinus 

phoxinus, common chub Leuciscus cephalus, European perch Perka fluviatilis, common dace Leuciscus leuciscus, 

comon naseChondrostoma nasus.  

 

In the area of the Park and its protection zone, 12 species of amphibians have been observed (which 

constitutes 70% of all species of this class in Ukraine), the following of which have protection status: the fire 

salamander Salamandra salamandra, Carpathian newtTriturus montandoni and Alpine newt Triturus alpestris. 

The above-mentioned species are quite widespread throughout the Park and its protection zone. 

 

The group of reptiles, very important from the point of view of nature conservation, is represented in the Park 

by 6 species, the most common of which are the sand lizard Lacera agilis, viviparous lizard Lacera vivipara, the 
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grass snake Natrix natrix. Quite rare reptiles are: common European viper Vipera berus, which is exterminated 

by shepherds and berry pickers, deaf adderAnguis fragilis and the smooth snake Coronella austriaca. 

 

The Skole Beskids are one of the most valuable bird refuges in the Ukrainian Carpathians. 140 species of birds 

have been found here. From the point of view of nature conservation, the following orders of birds are 

classified as of great priority: diurnal birds of prey - western ospreyPandion haliaetus, hen harrier Circus 

cyaneus, western marsh harrier Cirsus aeruginosus, short-toed snake eagle Circaetus gallicus, booted eagle 

Hieraetus pennatus, lesser spotted eagle Aguila pomarina golden eagle Aquila chrysaetos , common kestrel 

Falko tinnurus, the peregrine falcon Falko peregrinus, Eurasian hobby Falko subbuteo; owls - Eurasian eagle-owl 

Bubo bubo, the snowy owl Nyctea scandiaca, Eurasian pygmy owl Glaucidium passerinum, the little owl Athene 

noctua, tawny owl Strix aluco , the Ural owl Strix uralensis, long-eared owlAsio otus; woodpeckers - Eurasian 

wryneck Junx torquilla, European green woodpecker Picus viridis, black woodpecker Dryocopus martius, three-

toed woodpecker Picoides tridactylus; mountain species and other rare and peculiar species - black stork 

Ciconia nigra, corncrake Crex crex , common crane Grus grus, water pipit Anthus spinoletta, white-throated 

dipperCinclus cinclusl.  The Red Book of Ukraine lists 18 species of birds occurring in the Park. 

 

There are 52 species of mammals in the Park and its protection zone. The most numerous representatives of 

this cluster are small mammals: rodents, insectivores, including bats. An outstanding value of the Skole Beskids 

are large predatory mammals such as the brown bear Ursus arctos, whose number at the beginning of 2020 

was 27 individuals, wolf Canis lupus - 17, lynx Felis lynx - 25, wildcat Felis sylvestris - 12, Eurasian otter  Lutra 

lutra - 22, European badger Meles meles - 56, European pine marten Martes martes - 226, and herbivorous 

mammals : red deer Cervus elaphus - 427, roe deer Capreolus capreolus - 432, wild boar Sus scrofa - 70. In the 

Park, thanks to cooperation with the Dutch Foundation of Great Herbivorous Mammals and the Bison Society 

(since 2009 the European bison Bison bonasus is successively reintroduced, the number of which increased 

from 11 to 37 individuals over 11 years (photo 6). 13 species of mammals are listed in the Red Book of Ukraine 

(2009), 16 - on the list of the Bern Convention and 9 - on the European Red List. 

 

Information on invertebrates are random, currently in the development stage. So far, a partial inventory of the 

ground beetles Carabidae and jewel beetles Buprestudae families has been carried out, as a result of which 90 

and 22 species have been identified, respectively.  
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Photo 6. A herd of bison, photo by O. Kulykiv 

 

V. PROTECTION ZONES AND MONITORING 

In the Park, the protection zone covers 5 713 ha (16.2%), regulated recreation zone- 8 598 ha (24.4%), 

stationary recreation zone- 88 ha (0.2%), and the economic zone - 20 862 ha (59.2%).  

 

Monitoring in the Park is carried out in accordance with the rules adopted in Ukraine by the Ministry of 

Environmental Protection for the purpose of developing the "Nature Chronicle" - reports, which the Park 

prepares annually on the state of all components of inanimate and animated nature along detailed data on 

permanent monitoring areas, the number of which in the Park is 6 (4 - botanical, 2 - in historic stand of trees). 

Historic stand of trees and peat bogs are particularly important in the Park. 

 

VI. NATURAL ATTRACTIONS AND TOURIST ROUTES 

In addition to the natural attractions, such as the Parashka peak (photo 1), a waterfall on the Kamianka River 

(photo 3), Zurawlyne Lake with a peatland (photo 4), historic stand of trees (photo 5), and the ranges of 

Rozsochacka Polonynas (photo 7), in the area of the Park and its protection zone, there are a number of 

historical and architectural monuments of national and local importance: on the rocks in Urych (photo 2) in the 

Middle Ages there was a defense complex of Kievan Rus Tustan (in modern times it is protected as part of the 

state historical and cultural reserve). In Skole, the most interesting monument is the St. Panteleimon the Great 

Martyr orthodox church (1597) with a 17th century belfry. On the list of monuments of local importance are 

the building of the railway station in Hrebenovo (1929); St. Nicholas orthodox church in Kruselnica (1822), St. 
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Michael's orthodox church in Sopot (1838), the barrow "The grave of prince Svyatoslav" in Hrebenovo, a park - 

a monument of garden and park art surrounding the palace of Groedlow barons  from the 19th century. 

 

There are 8 recreational zones in the Park - "Waterfall on the Kamianka river", "Pawliw potok", "Tustań", 

"Jawory", "The area of Turkish stone", "Manmanstal", "Kolodka" and "Kasyr grave" (accountant's grave); 2 

tourist hostels - "Dubyna", "Tustań", 4 ecological education centers in the Butywlia, Majdan, Pidgorodci, 

Kruszelnyca forest districts. There are about 140 km of hiking trails, nature trails, bicycle and car routes marked 

in the Park. 

 

 

Photo 7. Rozsochacka Polonynas, photo by O. Kulykiv 
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