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The nature protection system in the Carpathians  

on the Polish-Ukrainian border 

The Carpathians are a vast mountain range located in Central Europe. They extend in a distinct arc of approx. 

1300 km between the Danube Gorge: on the Austrian-Slovak border, to the so-called "Iron Gate" on the 

Romanian-Serbian border. The area of the Carpathians is approximately 209 000 km
2,

 which places it in second 

place in Europe (after the Alps). The width of the Carpathian mountain chain is varied and ranges from 100 to 

500 km. The greatest width of the chain corresponds to the highest peaks, Gerlach Peak (2655 m a.s.l.) in the 

Tatras in the Western Carpathians and Moldoveanu Peak (2543 m a.s.l.) in the Southern Carpathians. The 

lowest point in the main ridge of the Carpathians is the Dukla Pass - 500 m a.s.l. The Carpathians do not 

constitute one unbroken chain of mountains, but consist of many geologically and orographically distinct 

mountain ranges.  

 

Fig. 1. The Carpathians (source: www.konwencjakarpacka.pl) 

In terms of nature, this mountain range is distinguished in Europe by the largest area of primeval forests - 

approx. 300 000 ha. Mountain mixed forests of the Carpathians, the Alps, the Balkans as well as the Caucasus 

are included in the 200 most important ecosystems in the world listed on the "WWF Global 200" list. The most 

important feature of the Carpathian chain - from its landscape, through nature, to ethnic groups and cultural 

heritage - seems to be its diversity. The main key factors shaping the natural value of the Carpathians are the 

great variety of natural habitats characteristic of mountain areas and the inaccessibility of this area, which 

means that many places remain nearly natural. The diversity of natural habitats is associated with dynamic 

changes in climatic conditions along with the height above sea level and the resulting zoning of vegetation. It is 

assumed that each separate mountain range has its own type of vegetation, and this is also the case in the 

Carpathians. The Carpathians are also an important refuge for all large carnivores in Europe. Here, the largest 

mountain populations of the brown bear, wolf, lynx and wildcat have been preserved. The area is also very 

important for the protection of the Caucasian wisent and chamois. 
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The nature protection system in the Carpathians 

The oldest protected areas in the Carpathians should be those forests that are excluded from logging by their 

owners (e.g. "Oak grove" demarcated by the Slovak village of Stakicn). At the end of the 19th century, the first 

reserves were established in the Carpathians in Slovakia.  

The oldest Carpathian national park was established in 1932 in the Pieniny Mountains, followed by another - 

Retezat National Park in Romania. Armed conflicts and the political system, to a greater or lesser extent, 

caused frequent destruction and degradation of naturally valuable areas. However, other areas were very 

strictly protected due to the large amount of animals in this area. Subsequently, following political 

transformations, these countries made significant changes to their national nature protection and land use 

laws. During these changes, many new forms of nature protection were created. Further changes were brought 

about by the accession of other Carpathian countries to the European Union, which resulted in the 

implementation of the "Natura 2000" program. As part of this program, habitat and bird refuges were created, 

which covered both the already existing forms of nature protection, as well as protected species and habitats 

of interest to the Community in many previously unprotected areas. 

 

Photo 1. Belianske Tatras, photo by Małgorzata Pociask 

The system of protected areas has constantly developed and has now become the most important element of 

nature protection in the world. Protected areas are of a diverse nature and include the ones that not only have 

natural value, but also are particularly valuable aesthetically, culturally and historically. 
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Forms of protection in Poland  

The law of Poland regulates nature protection via the provisions of the Act of 16th April 2004 on nature 

protection. Within the meaning of the law, nature protection consists in the preservation, sustainable use and 

renewal of resources, products and components of nature.  

The above-mentioned Act introduces 10 forms of nature protection: national parks, nature reserves, landscape 

parks, protected landscape areas, Natura 2000 areas, nature monuments, sites of scientific documentation, 

ecological lands, nature and landscape complexes, plant, animal and fungi species protection. Each of the forms 

plays a different role in the Polish system of nature protection and serves different purposes, therefore it is 

characterized by a different protection regime and a range of restrictions on use. The forms of nature 

protection constitute a large and varied set of measures enabling the implementation of nature protection, 

resulting from the development of the scientific basis for nature protection and many years of practice. 

 

Photo 2. View from the Wysokie peak in the Low Beskids, photo by Małgorzata Pociask 

The highest form of nature protection is a national park, i.e. "protected area of outstanding nature, scientific, 

social, cultural and educational values, with the area of not less than 1000 ha, where all nature and landscape 

values are protected." Their primary objectives are: to preserve biodiversity, nature resources, formations and 

elements of inanimate nature and landscape values. Activities in the field of national parks focus on restoring 

the proper state of resources and components and restoring distorted natural habitats: plants, animals and 

fungi. The area of a national park and all elements of animate and inanimate nature occurring in it are 

protected. There are designated areas of strict, partial and landscape protection. Human activity in the territory 

of a national park can only be aimed at nature protection. There is a protection zone around a park. It is an area 

which is not a form of nature protection. Its task is to protect the nature of a park against the negative impact 
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of external factors coming from adjacent areas, i.e. large cities, factories and roads. In order to protect the 

values of a national park, economic activity in the protection zone is limited to works that do not harm the 

surrounding nature. For example, it is prohibited to hunt game animals and it is restricted to erect buildings 

inside it.  

 

Photo 3. Bieszczady Mountains in winter, photo by Małgorzata Pociask 

There are six national parks in the Polish Carpathians: Babia Góra, Gorce, Pieniny, Tatra, Magura and 

Bieszczady. They cover many mountain ranges - from Żywiec Beskids in the west, through Gorce Mountains, 

Tatra Mountains, Low Beskids, to Bieszczady Mountains in the east. They share the mountain location, but they 

are different in almost everything else. 

 

Table 1. Information about national parks in the Polish part of the Carpathians 

No. Name of the national park (NP) Year of creation Area [ha] 

Podkarpackie Voivodeship 

1. Bieszczady NP 1973 29 202 

2. Magura NP  1995 19438.9 

In total 48 640.9 

Małopolskie Voivodeship  

1. Pieniny NP 1932 2 346 

2. Babia Góra NP 1954 3 392 



 

Project "Sustainable tourism development in nature protected areas of the Carpathians" financed 

from the funds of the Cross-border Cooperation Program Poland-Belarus-Ukraine 2014-2020 

3. Tatra NP 1954 21 197 

4. Gorce NP 1981 7 029.85 

In total 33 964.85 

In total  82 605.75 

 

Forms of protection in Ukraine    

Protected areas in Ukraine are created on the basis of the Act "On the nature reserve fund" (Zakon Ukrainy 

"Pro prirodno-zapovidnyj fond" - Закон України «Про природно-заповідний фонд») adopted on 16th June 

1992 with later amendments.  

Article 3 of the aforementioned Act distinguishes the following forms of nature protection: nature zapovedniks 

(i.e. sanctuaries), biosphere zapovedniks, national natural parks, regional landscape parks, zakazniks (i.e. state 

game reserves), nature monuments, nature reserves, botanical gardens, dendrological parks, zoological parks, 

parks-monuments of garden and park art.  

Protected areas of national importance include, first of all, nature zapovedniks, biosphere zapovedniks, 

national natural parks and separate zakazniks, nature monuments, nature reserves, botanical and zoological 

gardens, dendrology parks and parks-monuments of garden and park art. Protected objects of regional 

importance are landscape parks and zakazniks, nature monuments, nature reserves as well as botanical and 

zoological gardens, dendrological parks and parks-monuments of garden and park art. 

 

 

Photo 4. View from the top of Mount Hoverla (2061 m a.s.l.), photo by Małgorzata Pociask 
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On the territory of national natural parks, taking into account the environmental, health, scientific, 

recreational, historical and cultural values and other values of natural complexes and objects, their 

peculiarities, a diversified system of their protection, reproduction and use has been established in accordance 

with functional divisions: 

a) protected zone - intended for the protection and restoration of the most valuable natural complexes, 

the regime of which is established in accordance with the requirements established for nature 

contaminants; 

b) regulated recreation area - rest and recreation of the population is possible for short amount of time; 

installations and appropriate equipment of tourist routes and trails are allowed in this area; it is 

forbidden to cut down forests of primary use, industrial fishing, hunting and other activities that may 

adversely affect the state of natural complexes and protected areas; 

c) stationary recreation area - intended for hotels, motels, campsites and other facilities intended for 

people visiting a park; prohibits any economic activity unrelated to the intended use of this functional 

area or which may adversely affect the condition of the natural complexes and facilities of the 

protected area and the regulated recreation area; 

d) economic zone - within its borders it is forbidden to limit the main use and economic activities are 

carried out to implement the tasks assigned to a park. 

 

Photo 5.  Synevyr Lake, photo by Małgorzata Pociask 
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Table 2. Information on national parks (IUCN category - II) and other large-scale facilities in the Ukrainian part 

of the Eastern Carpathians, prepared by Oksana Maryskevych 

No. Name of the national park  (NP) Year of creation  Area [ha] 

Zakarpattia Oblast 

1. Carpathian biosphere zapovednik* 1968 66 262 

2. Synevyr NP 1989 43 082 

3. Uzhanskyi NP 1999 46 147 

4. Zacharovanyi Krai NP 2009 10 451 

In total 165 942 

Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast 

1. Carpathian NP 1980 51 571 

2. Nature zapovednik of Gorgany** 1996 5 344 

3. Hutsulshchyna NP 2002 32 271 

4. Synyohora NP 2009 10 866 

5. Verkhovynsky NP 2010 12 022 

In total 112 074 

Chernivtsi Oblast 

1. Vyzhnytsia NP 1995 11 238 

2. Cheremosh NP 2009 7 118 

In total 18 356 

Lviv Oblast 

1. Skolivski Beskydy NP 1999 35 684 

2. Bojkivshhyna NP 2019 12 240 

3. "Royal Beskids" NP 2020 8 691 

In total 56 615 

In total in the Ukrainian Carpathians 352 987 

* – INCN category - Ib 

* – INCN category - Ia 
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Summary 

The natural values of the Carpathians require proper protection by creating a network of protected areas 

located in the most valuable natural areas. Maintaining the system of ecological corridors that connect these 

individual areas is also an important aspect. Of course, there is still a lot to be done, because the problem does 

not end with delineating the boundaries of protected areas - in order to be effective, nature protection must 

be consistently implemented, and tools must be constantly improved for this purpose. And this thesis is 

confirmed in the Carpathians - a valuable and highly diversified area, which in many places is exposed to 

human pressure.  
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